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As England was his faithful tributary,

As love between them, as the palm should flourish,

As Peace should still her wheaten garland wear,
And stand a comma 'tween their amities,
And many such-like As'es of great charge,
That on the view and know of these contents,
Without debatenient further, more or less,
He should die bearers put to sudden death,
Not shriving-time allow5d.

In its place this speech is simply a piece of necessary
information to explain how Hamlet came back. The
description is vivid, but it is purely Hamlet's; and, more-
over, it shows a little more of Hamlet's own personality
and experience: his youthful lessons in handwriting, the
touch of conscious snobbery, his sardonic relish of the
flowery pomposities of formal correspondence, his ruth-
lessness when roused.

The power of expression can be seen at its best in some
of the soliloquies in Hamlet. Soliloquy was an old device.
In modern stage conditions it- always appears artificial,
but it was common and appropriate in the intimacy of the
Elizabethan playhouses.

In his earlier plays Shakespeare used it mainly for two
purposes: to give information, or as an excuse for the
recitation of a reflective poem. Thus Richard III naively
tells the audience that he is not indeed what he seems to
others :

I do the wrong, and first begin to brawl.
The secret mischiefs that I set abroach
I lay unto the grievous charge of others.
Clarence, whom I indeed, have cast in darkness,